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SUB J : CCD: AUGUST 11, 1977 INFORMAL MEETING WITH EXPERTS ON 
MASS DESTRUCTION WEAPONS (MDW) 

1 . SUMMARY: IN AUG 1 1 CCD INFORMAL MEETING WITH EXPERTS ON NEW 
MASS DESTRUCTION WEAPONS (MDW), HUNGARIAN STATEMENTS PRAISED 
SOVIET PROPOSAL, WHICH WAS CRITICIZED AS VAGUE AND UNNECESSARY 
BY EXPERTS OF SWEDEN AND US. END SUMMARY. 

2. HUNGARIAN REP (DOMOKOS) PRAISED SOVIET FLEXIBILITY IN PRE- 
SENTING A MODIFIED MDW DRAFT TREATY, AS WELL AS THE LIST OF 
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES IN THE ANNEX AND SOVIET ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
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IDEA OF CONCLUDING SEPARATE AGREEMENTS RELATING TO SPECIFIC 
TYPES OF NEW MDW. HUNGARIAN EXPERT (S7.ENTF.STl COVERED ESSEN- 
TIALLY THE SAME GROUND, MENTIONING THAT GREAT SCIENTIFIC 
ADVANCES HAVE OCCURRED IN THE LAST THIRTY YEARS AND THAT THUS 
IT IS NECESSARY TO REVISE AND EXPAND THE 1948 DEFINITION FOR- 
MULATED BY THE UN COMMISSION FOR CONVENTIONAL ARMAMENTS. HUN- 
GARIAN EXPERT REFERRED TO HYPERSONIC AIRCRAFT AS POSSIBLE NEW 
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SYSTEM FOR DELIVERY OF MDW. 

3. SWEDISH EXPERT (LUNDIN) WELCOMED SOVIET ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
CONCEPT OF SEPARATE AGREEMENTS FOR SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED NEW 
TYPES OF MDW, AND EXPRESSED WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT FOR THE UK 
PROPOSAL FOR A UNGA RESOLUTION ON MDW WHICH COULD BE ADOPTED 
BY CONSENSUS. STATING THAT SOVIET AND EASTERN EUROPEAN EX- 
PERTS HAD DESCRIBED HYPOTHETICAL DANGERS BUT HAD PRESENTED NO 
EVIDENCE FOR THE USEFULNESS OF THESE TECHNOLOGIES AS WEAPONS, 
SWEDISH EXPERT STATED THAT IT IS TOO EARLY TO CONSIDER A TREATY 
BANNING ALL NEW MDW, AND THAT NO REALISTIC POSSIBILITIES FOR 
MDW HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED SINCE THE 1948 DEFINITION. THE BEST 
COURSE, HE SAID, WOULD BE FOR CCD TO KEEP THE QUESTION OF NEW 
MDW UNDER REVIEW, SO THAT IF A PARTICULAR POTENTIAL MDW WERE 
IDENTIFIED THEN AN APPROPRIATE AGREEMENT COULD BE CONCLUDED 
RAPIDELY. 

4. US EXPERT (BUCHHEIM) STATED THAT RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS (RW), 

THE FIRST OF THE FOUR EXAMPLES LISTED IN THE ANNEX TO THE SOVIET 
DRAFT MDW TREATY, IS CLEARLY AN MDW AND WAS SO IDENTIFIED IN 
THE 1948 UN DEFINITION-WHICH REFERS TO "RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL 
WEAPONS". THUS RW, HAVING BEEN IDENTIFIED AS LONG AGO AS 1948, 

IS NOT A NEW TYPE OF MDW. US EXPERT REITERATED US VIEW, AS 
STATED AT THE 3 1ST UNGA, THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO MAKE 
RW SUBJECT TO AN APPROPRIATE ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT. 
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5. WITH REGARD TO OTHER THREE SOVIET EXAMPLES (INFRA-SOUND 
ACOUSTIC WAVES, ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVES, AND CHARGED OR NEUTRAL 
PARTICLES), US EXPERT STATED THAT "WE FIND NO CURRENT BASIS 

FOR IDENTIFYING ANY OF THESE THREE EXAMPLES AS A BASIS FOR A 
WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION." 

6. EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE COMPARABILITY CRITERION 
STATED IN THE 1948 DEFINITION, US EXPERT SAID IT IS NOT AT ALL 
SURPRISING THAT NO NEW TYPE OF MDW HAS BEEN DISCOVERED SINCE 
1948. CONCLUDING, US EXPERT STATED THAT "WE WOULD EXPECT THE 
EMERGENCE OF A NEW TYPE OF WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION TO BE A 
RARE EVENT. IT IS CERTAINLY NOT DISAPPOINTING THAT NO NEW TYPE 
HAS ARISEN IN RECENT TIMES." 

7. FOURTH INFORMAL MEETING ON NEW MDW WAS SCHEDULED FOR 
10:30 AM, FRIDAY, AUGUST 12.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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